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SLED CHARGES FLORENCE COUNTY MAN WITH FOUR COUNTS OF
THREATENING THE LIFE, PERSON OR FAMILY OF A PUBLIC OFFICIAL

The South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) charged Willie Joe Sanders Jr., 57, with
four counts of Threatening the Life, Person or Family of a Public Official on Thursday, January
22,2026. The Florence County Sheriff’s Office requested the SLED investigation.

Details can be found in the attached warrants.

Sanders Jr. was booked into the Marion County Detention Center.

The case will be prosecuted by the 12th Circuit Solicitor’s Office.
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ARREST WARRANT

2026A2110200072

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

County/ D Municipality of
Florence
THE STATE 2026-00181
against
Willie Joe Sanders, Jr
Address:
Lake City, SC 29560-2830

Phone: SSN:
Sex: M Race: B Heightt § 77 Weight 144
DL State:

s, —
DOB: 1969 Agency ORI # SCLED0000

Prosecuting Agency:  State Law Enforcement Division

Prosecuting Officer. ~ Leigh M Manley - S01610

Offense: Threat / Threatening life, person or family of

public official, teacher, principal

Offense Code: 0541

Code/Ordinance Sec:  16-03-1040(A)

IS warran

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

) ORIGINAL  5€ atamey cences
County/ [ Municipaiity of ) AFFIDAVIT Secasis
Florence )
Personally appeared before me the affiant Leigh M Manley who
being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant  Willie Joe Sanders, Jr

did within this county and state on orabout 1/7/2026

State of South Carolina (or ordinance of County/
in the following particulars:

violate the criminal laws of the

)

D Municipality of Florence

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Thyreat / Threatening life, person or family of public official, teacher, principal

| further state that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant
the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts:

On January 7, 2026, Willie Joe Sanders did, within the County of Florence, commit the offense of i i i
Official (16-3-1040), to wit: Sanders did knowingly and willfully convey threats towards
The threats were communicated to Florence Police Department (FPD) Officers during a call for service at 900

East Cheves Street, Florence.

named above did commit

-

Signature of Affiant %f W

in e

s
D County/

D Municipality of

. The accused

is to be arrested and brought

dealt with according to the law.

before me to be

Signalure of Judge
Date:

(L.S.)

RETURN

7rrant was delivered to
N4 33 rJf

A copy of this arrest
defendant [1/\

on

W& Z//Zq?'?(

RETURN WARRANT TO:

General Sessions Court
181 North Irby Street, Suite 1100
Florence, SC 29501

ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) _
El County/ D Municipality of ) Affiant's Address Cgilgx;I)Bi:xSZ(:l ;?)321
Florence

) Affiant's Telephone  (803)896-7000

ARREST WARRANT

TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:

it appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonable grounds fo believe that

on orabout 1/7/2026 defendant Willie Joe Sanders, Jr

did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of
@ County/ D Municipality of Florence

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Threat / Threatening life, person or family of public official, teacher, principal

) as set forth below:

Having found probable cause and the above affiant having sworn before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or

her before me forthwith to be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as
soon thereafter as is practicable

Sworn to and subscribed befare me )

on 1/ 8/202 N
e o l‘f PM ) Judge's Address 180 North Irby Street (MSC-W)
»r K w&g; LS} ) Florence, SC 29501-
S R FE Judge's Telephone  (843)665-003 1
Jerry F. Rivers )
Judge Code: 7339 ) Issuing Court: Magistrate D Municipal D Circuit
ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAI



Addendum:

FPD body-worn camera recordings captured Sanders stating the following, among others:
‘Y I'm coming for you boy. You got my brother, boy. You got the corpse.” “My brother
won’t be dying in vain [l ‘S you won’t get away with this crime boy. 1’m coming
to get you boy. You killed my brother.” “You might as well kill me [} You gonna have a blue
light parade, boy. You gonna have a blue light parade, ||} <“This gonna be televised man
because-you won’t get away, boy. Y’all gonna have a blue light parade.” Y’all gonna
have a blue light parade. Country Club where you at? You better tie your damn -up. Your
Il t00, you son of a bitch.”
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ARREST WARRANT

2026A2110200073

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
County/ D Municipality of

Florence

THE STATE
against

2026-00181

Willie Joe Sanders, Jr

Address:
Lake City, SC 29560-2830
Phone: SSN:;
Sex. M Race: B Height 5 7 Weight 144
DL State: DL#
DOB: 1969

Agency ORI#  SCLEDO0000

Prosecuting Agency.  State Law Enforcement Division

Prosecuting Officer.  Leigh M Manley - S01610

Offense: Threat / Threatening life, person or family of
public offictal, teacher, principal

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA Form Approved by

) ORIGINAL 5 tomey Gereca
E County/ D Municipality of ) AFFIDAVIT Aori 21- 4008
Florence
Personally appeared before me the affiant Leigh M Manley who
being duly swomn deposes and says that defendant  Willie Joe Sanders, Jr
did within this county and state on orabout 1/7/2026 violate the criminal laws ofthe

State of South Carolina (or ordinance of County/

D Municipality of
in the following particulars:

Florence )

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Threqt / Threatening life, person or family of public official, teacher, principal

| futher state that there is probable cause fo believe that the defendant named above did commit
the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts:

On January 7, 2026, Willie Joe Sanders did, within the County of Florence, commit the o

¥ ffense of Threatening the Life of a Public
Official (16-3-1040), to wit: Sanders did knowingly and willfully convey threats towards *

The threats were communicated to Florence Police Department (FPD) Officers during a call for service at 900
East Cheves Street, Florence.

?
Signature of Affiant % W
-

Offense Code: 0541
Code/Ordinance Sec:  16-03-1040(A)
IS warran{ s in the
D County/ D Municipality of
The accused
IS to be amested and brought before me to be
dealt with according to the law.
(L.S.)
Signaiure of Judge
Date:
RETURN

A copy of this arrest warra
defendant

was delivered, to

/n/‘o QL-«; //

on

/ /z e ol fo

ignalure o aw Enlorcement DiTicer

RETURN WARRANT TO:
General Sessions Court

181 North Irby Street, Suite 1100
Florence, SC 29501

ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

ORIGINAL

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
E County/ D Municipality of

Florence

P. 0. Box 21398
Columbia, SC 29221-
Affiant's Telephone  (803)896-7000

Affiant's Address

e

ARREST WARRANT

TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:

It appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonable grounds to believe that
on orabout 1/ 7/2026 defendant  Willie Joe Sanders, Jr
did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of
E County/ D Municipality of Florence ) as set forth below:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Threat / Threatening life, person or family of public official, teacher, principal

Having found probable cause and the above affiant having sworn before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or

her before me forthwith to be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as
soon thereafter as is practicable
Sworn to and subscribed before me

on 1/8/2026

)
A budfe )
.\Lw@—, S
)
)

Judge Code: 7339

Judge's Address 180 North Irby Street (MSC-W)

Florence, SC 29501-
Judge's Telephone  (843)665-003 1

Issuing Court: [ﬂ Magistrate
ORIGINAL

D Municipal

ORIGINAL

D Circuit

ORIGINAL

ORIGINAL



Addendum:
FPD body-worn camera recordings captured Sanders stating the following, among others:

‘. I’ m coming for you boy. You got my brother, boy. You got the corpse.” “My brother
won’t be dying in vain ? “- you won’t get away with this crime boy. I’m coming
to get you boy. You killed my brother.” “You might as well kill me . You gonna have a blue

light parade, boy. You gonna have a blue light parade, |JJJJli]” <This gonna be televised man
because you won’t get away, boy. Y’all gonna have a blue light parade.” Y’all gonna

have a blue light parade. Country Club where you at? You better tie your damn -up. Your
-too, you son of a bitch.”
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ARREST WARRANT

2026A2110200074

STATE OF SQUTH CAROLINA
County/ D Municipality of

Florence

THE STATE
against

2026-00181

Willie Joe Sanders, Jr

Lake City, SC 29560-2830

Phone: syl

Sex: _& Race: B Heightt 5 7 Weight: 144
DL State: DL #:
DOB: 1969 Agency ORI# SCLED0000

Prosecuting Agency:  State Law Enforcement Division

Prosecuting Officer.  Leigh M Manley - S01610

Offense: Threat / Threatening life, person or family of
public official, teacher, principal

Offense Code: 0541

Code/Ordinance Sec:  16-03-1040(A)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ORIGINAL S
g] County/ D Municipality of ) AEEIDAVIT e
Florence

Personally appeared before me the afiant Leigh M Manley who

being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant
did within this county and siate on orabout 1/7/2026

State of South Carolina (or ordinance of County/
in the following particulars:

Willie Joe Sanders, Jr

violate the criminal laws of the
Florence )

D Municipality of

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Threat / Threatening life, person or family of public official, teacher, principal

| further state that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commit
the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts:

On January 7, 2026, Willie Joe Sanders did, within the County of Florence, commit the offense of Threatening the Life of a Public
Official (16-3-1040), to wit: Sanders did knowingly and willfully convey threats towards—

The threats were communicated to Florence Police Department (FPD) Officers during a call for service at 900
East Cheves Street, Florence.

Signature of Affiant W/

'S warrant 1S CERTIFIED  FOR  SERVICE i the
D County/ D Municipality of
The accused
IS to be arrested and brought before me to be
dealt with according to the law.
{L.S.)
Signature of Judge
Date:
RETURN
A copy of this arrest warra was delnvered to
defendant / N
0 / “'LL

RETURN WARRANT TO:
General Sessions Court
181 North Irby Street, Suite 1100
Florence, SC 29501

ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

ORIGINAL

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
@ County/ |:| Municipality of

Florence

P. 0. Box 21398
Columbia, SC 29221-
Affiant's Telephone  (803)896-7000

Affiant's Address

ARREST WARRANT

TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:

it appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonsble grounds to believe that

on orabout 1/ 7/2026 defendent  Willie Joe Sanders, Jr

did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of
Kl County/ D Municipality of Florence

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Threat / Threatening life, person or family of public official, teacher, principal

} as set forth below:

Having found probable cause and the above affiant having sworn before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or

her before me forthwith to be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as
soon thereafter as is practicable

Sworn to and subscribed before me ( )
A _b B L0 ) Judge's Address 180 North Irby Street (MSC-W)
A, (LS) ) Florence, SC 29501-

) Judge's Telephone  (843)665-003 1

Judge Code: 7339 ) Magistrate D Municipal
ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

Issuing Court:

ORIGINAL

D Circuit

ORIGINAL




Addendum:
FPD body-worn camera recordings captured Sanders stating the following, among others:

“- I’m coming for you boy. You got my brother, boy. You got the corpse.” “My brother
won’t be dying in vain -” “-you won’t get away with this crime boy. I’'m coming
to get you boy. You killed my brother.” “You might as well kill me. You gonna have a blue
light parade, boy. You gonna have a blue light parade,-” “This gonna be televised man
because -you won’t get away, boy. Y’all gonna have a blue light parade.” Y"all gonna
have a blue light parade. Country Club where you at? You better tie your damn -up. Your

-too, you son of a bitch.”
i &/ F@W
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ARREST WARRANT

2026A2110200075

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

County/ D Municipality of
Florence
THE STATE 2026-00181
against
Willie Joe Sanders, Jr
Lake City, SC 29560-2830

Phone: SS
Sex M Race: B Height 5 7 Weight: 144

DL State; oct
DOB: -1969 Agency ORI¥  SCLED0000

Prosecuting Agency: ~ State Law Enforcement Division

Prosecuting Officer.  Leigh M Manley - S01610

Offense: Threat / Threatening life, person or family of
public official, teacher, principal

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

) ORIGINAL 52 Atemoy corars
K] County/ D Municipality of ) AFFIDAVIT A 2% o
Florence )
Personally appeared before me the afiant Leigh M Manley who

being duly swom deposes and says that defendant  Willie Joe Sanders, Jr
did within this county and state on orabout |/7/2026
State of South Carolina (or ordinance of County/
in the following particulars:

violate the criminal laws of the
Florence )

lj Municipality of

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Threat / Threatening life, person or family of public official, teacher, principal

| further state thal there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commit
the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts:

On January 7, 2026, Willie Joe Sanders did, within the County of Florence, commit the o

ffense of Threatening the Lifc of a Public
Official (16-3-1040), to wit: Sanders did knowingly and willfully convey threats mwudsm
m The threats were communicated to Florence Police Department (FPD) Officers during a call for service
eves

treet, Florence.

- il
Signature of Affiant M

Offense Code: 0541
Code/Ordinance Sec:  16-03-1040(A)
This_warrant 18 in_ the
D County/ D Municipality of
The accused
s o be arrested and Dbrought before me to be
dealt with according to the law.
(L.S.)
Signaiure of Judge
Date:
RETURN
A copy of this amrest warrant delivered to
defendant A//:m K ia ey
on ;/zt nZL
/ Z % % .
> nature of C, em: icer

RETURN WARRANT TO:

General Sessions Court

181 North Irby Street, Suite 1100

Florence, SC 29501

ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

ORIGINAL

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
ch o AffiantsAddress P. O. Box 21398
County/ Munici f
] comedt ] Moridestiyo ; Columbia, SC 29221~
Florence Affiant's Telephone  (803)896-7000

ARREST WARRANT

TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:

It appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonable grounds to believe that

on orabout 1/7/2026 defendant Willie Joe Sanders, Jr

did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina {or ordinance of
E County/ D Municipality of Florence

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Threat / Threatening life, person or family of public official, teacher, principal

) as set forth below:

Having found probable cause and the above affiant having sworn before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or

her before me forthwith to be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as
soon thereafter as is practicable

Sworn to and subscribed before me )

on 1/ 8/2026 by~ )

> \L&@L Ls) ) Florence, SC 29501-
gNaume o ng - 0 =
Toerw i Rivees ) Judge's Telephone  (843)665-003 1
Judge Code: 7339 ) Issuing Court: Magistrate

ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

Judge'sAddress 180 North Irby Street (MSC-W)

D Municipal

ORIGINAL

D Circuit

ORIGINAL



Addendum:
FPD body-worn camera recordings captured Sanders stating the following, among others:

‘4L ' m coming for you boy. You got my brother, boy. You got the corpse.” “My brother
won’t be dying in vain -” “-you won’t get away with this crime boy. I’m coming
to get you boy. You killed my brother.” “You might as well kill me. You gonna have a blue

light parade, boy. You gonna have a blue light parade,-” “This gonna be televised man
because -you won’t get away, boy. Y’all gonna have a blue light parade.” Y’all gonna

have a blue light parade. Country Club where you at? You better tie your damn -up. Your
too, you son of a bitch.”

é IHFM
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