South Carolina - PO, Box 21398
Columbia, South Carolina

Law Enforcement Division 99991-1398

Henry D. McMaster; Governor
Mark A. Reel, Chief

Tel: (803) 737-9000

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Contact: Tommy Crosby
July 7, 2021 tcrosby@sled.sc.gov
(803) 896-8396

FORMER CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES INVESTIGATOR
CHARGED WITH MISCONDUCT

Agents of the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division Tuesday charged a former
Horry County Child Protective Services Investigator with the South Carolina Department
of Social Services (DSS) in connection to a child fatality that happened in May 2021.
After the death of the child, the Investigator allegedly falsified a report claiming to have
investigated allegations of child abuse and child neglect when she had not.

Amanda Marie Sutherland, 29, was charged with misconduct in office.

The SLED investigation was in conjunction with the Conway Police Department in
investigating a child fatality.

Sutherland is booked at the J. Reuben Long Detention Center.

The case will be prosecuted by the 15" Circuit Solicitor’s Office.
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SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION
WARRANT AFFIDAVIT

SUSPECT INFORMATION
NAME OF SUSPECT: Amanda Marie Sutherland
AKA’S OF SUSPECT:

appress of suseecT ||| | GGG

CITY, STATE, ZIP: Myrtle Beach SC 29588

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

RACE: W SEX: F HGT: 512" EYES: HAIR: BRO CMPL:
SCARS, MARKS, TATTOOS : OTHER IDENTIFYING INFO:

DoB: 992 SSN: oL« ||

VIOLATION

STATUTE: CDR: 0819 OFFENSE: COMMON LAW Misconduct in Office
PROBABLE CAUSE AFFIDAVIT

State of South Carolina

County of Horry

Personally appeared before me, the affiant Nikki Beasley who being duly swomn deposes and says
that defendant Amanda Sutherland did within this county and state on or about May 12, 2021
violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina in the following particulars: Common
Law Misconduct in Office

I further state that there is probable cause to belicve the defendant named above did commit the
crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts:

The defendant, Amanda Sutherland, did willfully and unlawfully violate the common law offense
of misconduct in office by failing to properly and faithfully discharge her duties imposed by law.
At the time of the offense, the defendant was employed by the South Carolina Department of
Social Services (DSS) in Horry County as an investigator in Child Protective Services. On April
21, 2021, she was assigned to investigate allegations of child abuse and/or neglect and had a legal
duty to begin an appropriate and thorough investigation within twenty-four hours of receiving the
report. Fourteen days after receiving the report of child abuse and/or neglect, on May 5, 2021, one
of the children in the report died. As a result, on May 12, 2021, the defendant created a detailed
falsification in the case dictation stating that she conducted a home visit with the mother and
children of the alleged report on April 21, 2021, when in fact she had never met with the parents
or children, been to the residence, nor began an investigation into the allegations or assessment of
the welfare of the children. To aid in her creation of this falsification, the defendant used facts
and notes about the family from the electronic case file, added after the child’s death, to make the

falsification appear to be more believable.
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