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SUSPECT INVOLVED IN FLORENCE COUNTY OFFICER 

INVOLVED SHOOTING INCIDENT CHARGED WITH 
ATTEMPTED MURDER, ARSON 

 
Agents from the S.C. Law Enforcement Division arrested a man Monday in connection to the 
Feb. 17 confrontation in which gunfire was exchanged with deputies from the Florence County 
Sherriff’s Office (FCSO).  
 
Deputies were responding to a call for service where a man had barricaded himself and was 
threatening to set a house on fire. During the incident, the suspect discharged a firearm towards 
law enforcement more than 10 times, striking an occupied FCSO vehicle twice. He ultimately set 
fire to the house to destroy the structure.  
 
Christopher J. Gaskins, 49, was charged with Assault/Attempted Murder, Arson 2nd Degree, 
Arson 3rd Degree, Possession of A Weapon During A Violent Crime, Discharging Firearm Into 
Vehicle While Occupied, and Disturbance of Religious Worship. 
 
SLED’s investigation into the incident remains active. Information gathered in the SLED 
investigation of the incident will be summarized in a case file report to be submitted to 
prosecutors.  

 
This is an ongoing investigation. As such, no other information about the case will be disclosed 
by SLED at this time. SLED will defer to the Florence County Sheriff’s Office for any 
information about their deputies.  
 
Gaskins was booked at the Florence County Detention Center. 
 
The case will be prosecuted by the 12th Circuit Solicitor’s Office. 
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