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SUMTER COUNTY MAN CHARGED WITH ASSAULT AND BATTERY

Agents of the S.C. Law Enforcement Division arrested a man Monday in connection with the
Jan. 30 officer involved shooting incident in Sumter County where a deputy from the Sumter
County Sheriff’s Office was assaulted during a domestic call for service.

Pharis Leon Blair, 37, was charged with Assault and Battery 2™ Degree as Blair physically
attacked the deputy by repeatedly striking him upon the head and face causing moderate bodily

injury.
Blair, who was shot during the incident and taken to the hospital with non-life threatening

injuries, has since been released from the hospital. The deputy was treated for injuries at a local
medical facility and released on the day of the incident. No other injuries were reported.

SLED’s investigation into the incident remains active. Information gathered in the SLED
investigation of the incident will be summarized in a case file report to be submitted to
prosecutors.

This is an ongoing investigation. No other information about the case will be disclosed by SLED
at this time. SLED will defer to the Sumter County Sheriff’s Office for any information about
their deputy.

Blair was booked at the Sumter County Detention Center.

The case will be prosecuted by the 3™ Circuit Solicitor’s Office.
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