
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
March 19, 2020 

Contact:  Tommy Crosby 
tcrosby@sled.sc.gov  
(803) 896-8396

FORMER LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER CHARGED WITH 
ADDITIONAL SEXUAL CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN  

Agents of the S.C. Law Enforcement Division this week charged a former Aiken County 
Sheriff’s Office deputy in connection with multiple sexual crimes against children. 

Robert Lewis Beard, 40, is currently serving a 25-year sentence in Georgia on charges 
related to this case. In addition to the charges of Aggravated Child Molestation, Incest, 
from authorities in Georgia, SLED has charged Beard with numerous counts of Criminal 
Sexual Conduct with Minor – 1st Degree, 2nd Degree and 3rd Degree, along with several 
counts of Lewd Act Upon A Child Under 16. 

SLED investigated the case at the request of the Aiken and Edgefield County Sheriff’s 
Offices.  

The case will be prosecuted by the Second and Eleventh Circuit Solicitor’s Offices. 
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