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THE LANGUAGE USED IN THIS DOCUMENT DOES NOT CREATE AN EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT 
BETWEEN THE EMPLOYEE AND THE AGENCY.  THIS DOCUMENT DOES NOT CREATE ANY 
CONTRACTUAL RIGHTS OR ENTITLEMENTS.  THE AGENCY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REVISE 
THE CONTENT OF THIS DOCUMENT, IN WHOLE OR IN PART. NO PROMISES OR ASSURANCES, 
WHETHER WRITTEN OR ORAL, WHICH ARE CONTRARY TO OR INCONSISTENT WITH THE TERMS 
OF THIS PARAGRAPH CREATE ANY CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT. 
 
 
GENERAL PURPOSE:  To set forth policies for the administration of implied 
consent breath alcohol tests. 
 
 
POLICY:  The Division will establish procedures for properly conducting implied 
consent DataMaster DMT breath alcohol tests. 
 
 
SPECIFIC PROCEDURES: 
 
A
 
. STATUS CODE MESSAGES 

1. Any status code message occurring during the operational protocol will 
cause the test to abort.  The instrument is programmed to eliminate any 
chance of an improper test.  All checks, such as internal standard, 
simulator solution temperature, simulator solution reading, etc., will 
pass or the test is aborted at the point of the failed check.  All status 
codes are electronically recorded by the DataMaster DMT.   
 

2. A simulator test, two internal standard tests, and other operational 
protocol steps inspect the instrument each time a subject test is 
performed.  This inspection ensures the instrument is working properly 
with every subject test, regardless of any prior or subsequent status 
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code messages.  Previous or subsequent status code messages do not affect 
the accuracy of a completed test. 

 
3. If the officer transports the subject to another breath testing site 

because of equipment or other issues, the officer will re-initiate the 
breath testing sequence.  If necessary to comply with statutory 
requirements related to breath site video recording, the advisement 
process should be repeated at the new site. 
 

4. If a subject provides an acceptable breath sample and the test is aborted 
before completion, the subject may be required to provide another sample 
since aborted tests are not considered completed tests.  If the test is 
aborted, the operational protocol should be repeated.  The advisement 
process, checking of the mouth, and observation period do not have to be 
repeated unless required by specific policy. 
  

5. An aborted test is not considered a second breath test because a test has 
not been completed.  If a reading is obtained for the subject sample, but 
a status code message then occurs and aborts the test, this test is not a 
valid or completed test, and the test should be repeated.  The test may 
be repeated on either the same instrument or another instrument.  If the 
same status code message were to occur again on the same instrument, it 
would again abort the test.  The test operator should retain copies of 
all aborted tests. 
 

6. If a status code message of "EXTERNAL STANDARD OUT OF RANGE" (0.08% 
simulator test) is encountered during a subject test, this condition does 
not indicate the simulator solution (lot or bottle) or calibration is 
improper.  This status code message (“EXTERNAL STANDARD OUT OF RANGE") 
only indicates that the calibration check did not pass.  It is not 
required or even suggested the bottle of simulator solution be changed or 
the instrument be recalibrated after one or more "EXTERNAL STANDARD OUT 
OF RANGE" status code message(s).  The purpose of the simulator test is 
to verify the performance of the entire instrumental system, not the 
accuracy of the solution lot/bottle or calibration.  Before field usage, 
the solutions are verified by an independent laboratory and SLED. 

 
B
 
. INSPECTIONS AFTER CERTIFICATION 

1. A SLED certified breath test specialist will begin an inspection on every 
certified breath alcohol device (either remotely, via computer 
modem/internet connection, or on-site) at least once every three months 
and issue a SLED inspection report upon completion. 
 

2. The inspection may begin before three months has elapsed and not be 
completed until after the three-month period.  Therefore, the time lapse 
between inspection reports may exceed three months. 
 

3. No instrument may be removed from its assigned site by an agency other 
than SLED without receiving approval from the SLED Implied Consent 
Department. 

 
4. Status code messages do not require an inspection or repair action to be 

undertaken.  When a status code message repeatedly occurs, an inspection 
and/or repair may be performed.  A SLED certified breath test specialist 
and/or manufacturer’s service representative will perform all repairs of 
breath alcohol devices. 
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5. Any inspection will have at least a supervisor test (a series of a 

minimum of five 0.08% alcohol concentration simulator tests) or 
diagnostic test (an internal diagnostic routine).  A supervisor and/or 
diagnostic test may be performed without the completion of an inspection 
record.  To pass the supervisor test, the simulator solution average 
reading will be a 0.08% alcohol concentration (0.076% through 0.084%, 
inclusive), and the simulator solution temperature will be 34 degrees 
Celsius (C), 33.5 through 34.5, inclusive.  To pass the diagnostic test, 
no errors or failures may appear. 

 
6. After a repair is completed, a SLED certified breath test specialist 

and/or manufacturer’s service representative will inspect the instrument 
before it is placed back into service and issue an inspection record.  
However, inspections not involving repair action may be performed 
remotely. 

 
7. After an inspection, an inspection record, with serial number, site 

location, date/time of completion, and name of SLED certified breath 
testing specialist and/or manufacturer’s service representative will be 
completed documenting the instrument is working properly.  Inspection 
records do not require the signature of the SLED certified breath testing 
specialist and/or manufacturer’s service representative, since the name 
is listed on the report.  These records are maintained electronically for 
a minimum of five years.  

 
8. Upgrades, deemed significant by SLED, will be added to the inspection 

record.  No other documentation of upgrades or their approval is 
required. 

 
9. Recalibrations are done when necessary, with this action denoted on the 

inspection record.  Since calibration checks are performed during each 
test, no specific interval exists at which an instrument will be 
recalibrated. 

 
10. Three calibration checks (simulator test and two internal standards) are 

performed with each subject test.  A failed calibration check does not 
necessarily require recalibration, but repeated failed calibration checks 
may require an inspection, repair, and/or recalibration. 

 
11. The DataMaster DMT will electronically record and save for uploading to 

SLED’s website status codes, inspections, maintenance/repairs, 
malfunctions, inquiries/complaints, and all breath test data.  Records 
will be automatically recorded by the DataMaster DMT. The DataMaster DMT 
provides the ability for the Operator/Officer to electronically enter any 
and all remarks by pressing the touch-screen icon “Inquiries/Complaints” 
located on the main menu screen.  Retrieved data will be maintained 
electronically for a minimum of five years.  However, the 
accidental/unavoidable loss of data does not invalidate any tests. 
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